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EPA Study May Boost Case For Str ct ‘In er or’ Vapor Samp ng Ru es

A new - e ased EPA s udy shows hat a  s mp g o  ox c v po  s s ea  a bu d ng s fo ndat on may accu a e y ep es nt t e apo  nt us on sk to ndoo  a  a e u  that a ses oub s about e s- nvas e mon to ng te hn ues and hat he age cy says w  e nco po at d n o u u e gu da ce docume ts  

An fo m d ou e adds hat EPA s O f ce of nsp cto  G ne a  (O G) s comp et ng a e o t n he ag ncy s d ft v po  t us on gu ance do umen s and how hey h ve mpac ed s te ss ssmen s and c ean ps -- a po t th t w  a so fa to  n o he ag ncy s fu u e u d nce  

Comp e ed by E A co t ac o s ast mon h  he s udy w  n o m fo t com ng EPA gu e nes d ta ng va o  t us on mon o ng e u emen s and cou d even be app ed et act ve y to c mp e ed o  ongo ng s e ss ssmen s f hey e y on nea s ab so  gas mon to ng ns ead of ub-s b mon to ng  a co d ng o B an S humache  an EPA st ff c nt st who co duc ed the tu y  

The tu y  Ve t ca  D st but on of Vo at e O gan c Compoun s VOC )] n o s f om G o ndwa e  to he Su ace Su s b  ook samp es us ng a va ty of me hods and f om a va e y of oc t ons a ound and un e  t e oun at on s ab  of a bu d g t a fo me  m ta y ba e n Ca fo n a w th k own t ch o ethy e e TCE) con am at on  

The tu y f n s th t the amp es ak n w th n a few fe t of t e s b u de est ma ed the once t at on of TCE n the a  as c m a ed o the s mp es aken f om unde  he s ab  me n ng hat a  s mp es ak n f om ou s e a es den e may n t be as ac u te as mo e nt us ve s mp ng me hods  s ch as samp ng u de ea h o  th ough t e s b t e f  

The e u s of h s nve t gat on nd ca e ha  nea -s ab so  g s samp es co e t d on y a few f et f om he edge of he s ab may unde est ma e t e once t at ons p es nt be ea h he s ab  the epo t ads  Fu he  es a h s wa an ed to eva u te whe he  he nea -s b v po  p of e o se ved at the s e] s yp ca  

S humache  sa d n a Sept  14 s a em nt hat Hen y Schuve  of t e O f ce of Res u ce Con e vat on & Re ove y  who s ead ng t e apo  nt us on gu dan e  h s nd c ted hat he e u s w  be co o ted nto f tu e upda es o he gu dan e  ut d d n t nd c te when hat gu da ce w u d be e ased  Schuma he  a ded th t the gency s wo k ng to co o o a e t e tu y s f nd ngs t ano he  s e n EPA Reg on I I  wh ch has a d fe ent g o g c a d o  eg me  

Add t ona  s ud es n f s a  yea  2010 w  a so ok t t e e at on h p b tween s bs ab and nea  s b f e d s mp es  Schuma he  sa d  

One e v onmen a s  says he s udy s n o mat on on n a s ab mon o ng s an mpo ta t f nd g  bec use  f he f nd gs a e ve f ab e  t wou d e se t a y m ke nea -s ab so  g s m n o ng ob o e e fo  he pu pos s of de e m n g wh the  a p ume of VOCs ose a th e t to human hea h  and c u d esu t n ome s es t at had b en p e umed sa e be ng ee am n d  

The ou e w s e ent y n o v d n as ess ng c nt m nat on a  a p ope y f ec ed by a TCE p me a d ad s m a  once ns a out he fa b ty of e te o  samp ng  W th nea s ab [mon to n ] you can m s onc nt at ons of VOC ]  wh ch s wh t you shou d be ok g o  -  [ he st dy] s p e ty c ns st nt w h othe  th ngs hat we ve se n  he sou ce s ys  

An a to ney who wo ks on v po  t us on cas s ag ees t at he st dy s f nd n s a e co s t nt w h anec ota  expe ence w h nea -s ab e te o  mon o ng fo  apo  nt us on  nd says he s udy goes a ong way to mak ng ny as es m nt th t does ot c de a ub-s b o  gas s mp e su pect  t s cons s en  w th wha  I m hea g  he at o ney sa s  t s a ve y c mp ca ed pa hw y  

EPA sued a d aft apo  nt us on gu dan e n 2002 hat was nt nded to o t ne e posu e sks a soc a ed w h apo  nt us on n b th s ent a  nd comme c a  bu d gs  Th t gu dan e was eve  f na zed  howeve  due o c t c sm f om nd st y and s a e egu a o s hat he gu dan e e ed oo heav y n d fau t e posu e m de s a he  han ac ua  nd o  a  samp es  wh ch a e e s nv s ve th n ub-s b mon to ng ut a so a e een as ess a cu ate n es ab h ng he e e  of k  An EPA off c a  sa d a t Decembe  tha  the a ency had ab ed the 2 02 u ance and was ns ead d aft g a oa map  o app y ng ex t ng gu t ons o v po  nt us on  

n Ap  a p v te sk a se so  o d a va o  nt s on onfe e ce th t EPA was ke y o nc ude an doo  a  mon to ng equ eme t n any gu da ce t d a ts on va o  t us on  wh ch s ex ec ed e the  th s yea  o  next y a  

The nv onmen a t says ndoo  a  mon o ng and sub s ab mon o ng has een nc e s ng y equ ed n st te s te ss ssment u es  nd so the tudy wou d e nfo ce he d a tha  such a qu ement wou d be made by EPA  

In gene a  we ve seen ta es move t wa ds ub-s b mon to ng - t e e s much mo e emph s s n ub-s b ve us ex e o  mon to ng  he sou ce sa s  You c n u e ex e o  mon o ng] f t s an un eve oped s e  so you d n t h ve an n e o  o  o e p gu de a mo e de e m nat e t dy  but o u e out con am n t on] b sed on ex e o  amp es eems to be w ng  

S humache s t dy was ased on d ta co ct d n Ja ua y a d F b ua y 2009 a  the Nava  A  S at on Lemoo e n Lemoo e  CA  The s udy n en ed to es ab h conc nt at ons f TCE n he so  so  gas a d g oun w te  n and a ound a pa t cu a  s te on he base  Samp es t ken f om g oundwa e - eve  ep hs of o gh y 11 eet howed h h once t at ons of TCE and o he  VOCs  wh ch w s an exp ct d esu t  and co cent a ons be ame owe  n amp s ta en c se  o he su f ce and fa he  f om he s ab  

What was u expe t d  howeve  was hat amp s ta en nea  he s ab -- w h n a ew eet f the e ge -- s owed s gn f ant a d b u t y owe  c ncent t ons of VOCs  uch th t the s ab t e f ppea s o he te  he co tam nat on be ea h t wh e t e o  nea by ds se f of c nt m nat on  

These o se vat ons nd ca e th t the p e ence of he s ab m y ave a s gn f ant a d b u t mpa t on VOC con ent at o s n so  gas nd the up e m st g oundwa e  and ha e mpo ant mp c t ons fo  amp e oc t on se ect on n apo  nt us on s ud es  Schuma he  co c des n he s udy  

The nfo med sou ce s ys the p nd ng O G epo t w  mpa t the o hcom ng gu ance d cument  th ugh t s unc ea  p ec e y how bec use mo e es a h s e u ed to co bo te t e t dy s f d gs  The ou e dds t at a po t hat a s ut t e f ec s of the p e ence o  bsen e of a f na z d u d nce on vapo  nt us n sse smen s and c ean ps w  a o have a s gn f cant mpact n he gu dan e ocument  
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